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FT T he 220 Winchester Swilt {s now
miere than 70 years old. n 1971,
<~ when 1t was only about hall as
b, Jim Carmichal wrobte an wascom-
monly informative article on ils origins
tor Handleader magazine, Only hall in
jeat, Carmichel weote that =, of the
hall-dozan or 50 peraons Wik wWere Sciu.
ally responsible lor the development
of the round, | have been introduced (o
approximately thirte-five and received
credpondence frgm perhaps another
two dozen.” John Ambser, editor then
af Gun Dhigest, sent & letier o the edi-
tor of Hendieader praising the article,
All whio could reasonably claim o
I3 parents of the Swilt are dead now,
They cannad help clarily the mystery
and confuslon that surrcund the orl-
gin of the Swilt, bul neither can they
continue 1o add 1o it The Intrigulng
question raised by Carmidchel’s article
amd the lecus here 152 whio was the Brst
person o fire a 220 Swilt? Carmichel
suggested one answer, bt with the
perspective of an additional 36 yvears,
a different conchesion is more likely,
The orthodox version ol the origin
of the Swilt, iound In meost reloading
manuals and lists of cartridges, goes
something like this: Winchester in-
treduced the cartridge in mid-1935 in
their Moded 54 rifle. When Uthey brought
ot the Maodel 70 a vear later, the
Swilt was one of the orlginal chamber-
Ings. With a muzzle velocity of 4,000
feet-per-second (fps), higher than any
other commercial eartridge, the Swilt
generated contention and controversy
Iroim its introdoction. It was = oar it
was nol - exceptiopally accurate;
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a barrel-barrmer: an instant kilber of
hig gami; and capable of Blowing-up
rifles even with careful handloading.

[n pursulng the who-was-first gues-
tiom, an obwious initial step is to examn-
ine an eriginal notice of the Swilt. The
American Biteman, monthly journal
of the Mathonal Rifle Assoclation, an-
nounced the cartridge with onky a
single paragraph in Seplember 1935
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The Winchester M54 rifle in Super
Spewd 2F0%0iR cmliiber iE ready R delivery
@5 &5 e e ammoniion, The muzzle
peloiny noilfs FSgrain, softpointed bl
f A R0 L5, The Ammed cose i virkmally
o head o i stondand actions. The breach
Pressus are moderake, or no frigher faen

these of the siandard K106, The dependable

murwcyu.?r'ndrﬂ:br:mﬂcrur 106 yeyredly,
Thee onrly charge in ihe special MEH e v
this cartridige is a 26dnch length of barrel
Thoar , 220 Sustlt f5 car i Beesr ar 200 0 306G
iereds, caunreg fo s Ml fragechory and shirs
rirre oof {Taghr. IF i dmdended for afl game up o,
and incieding, deer,

This appears to be a typical rewrite
of a press release, or whatewver they
called a press release In 19335, Fred
Mess, associate editor of the Rifeman,
probably composed this anmounce-
mant In a hurry, since he mistakenly
ineluded “Super Spead” as part of the

AEOUE The line-up of the available
commarcia! 22-caliber cariridges of
18535 after the introduction of the Swift.
L-R: 22 Savage Hi-Power of lmp, 22
Homet, 220 Swifl. The Savage and the
Homet pre-date the Swift, of course.

naimne of the cartridge. Super Speed =
a Winchester trademark apglied only
to ammunition, Company literature
at the lime always Identified the car-
tridge as the 220 Winchester Switt.

I 1935, American Kifemman was the
only American periodical devated to
fircarms, and for a publication of Its in-
fuence, this short birth antsouncement
seems pretly instgnificant. In fact, i was
printed on a back page, surrouncded by
a description of & leather dressing far
rille slings. In the 215t century, manug-
facturers orchestrate the introduetion
of & new cartridge 50 that choirs of gun
writers begin 1o ing s praises on ¢ue in
frzr-part harmony. [n 1535, Winclsester
rade oo elfort Lo follossup this bane
announcement with an advertising
campaign in the magazine, Far months
before and alter the announcement, e
Winchester ads in the Rifleman onlby
exlodled their rimfee mateh ammuanition
and the Model 52 target rifle. Ada by Gril-
fin & Howe and by Sedgley did mention
the Swift as an available chambering lor
custom rifles, but Winchester apparently
thought Rifleman readers were exclusive-
Iy target-shooters. The company, hoaw-
evar, did support the Swift with scdvertis-
kg im hunting and cutdeors magazines,

Based on the announcement in the
American Rifeman, the who-was-first
cuestion ks answered with “a factory
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WINCHESTER

SUPER SPEED

.220 SWIFT
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And nor only do the Winchoeer Super Specd 230 Swife honsine
bullens |6, £8- and Apraing graved s flir Tut in average ine, sakue
Izt for balfer drop are climinaed, Euedod o nath the W
chrsiee 220 Swife Hifle and iis Windhearr Gasory-lnaded hunting v
sridigen bavw sevialed soouckalls Socuriy diml asooedEeg poacr Al
W yards, aversgy soossady cuingtie of Dieler I mches has hwaon ..:ﬂ.'-
rabesed; opendntont bell'i-cye sevedacy g e 590 piade. Asdl wison alwain-
jae vical b g scemal range, killing 35 aoialy i3 8 hghrsing wroke!

article by Fred Ness
titleel 4000 F-5. With the
Hornet Bullet.® Written (o
announce the impending
ciamenercial inlrodection
of the Swift, the article
“caused quile a sensa-
Eliny arncng the sheot-
ers of the country™, as
Harvey Donaldson put it
As an announcement it
was premature and mis-
leading, but it does hald
clues sbout who might
huave first Gred a Swil.
Ness's ttle alone |=
signiBcant. From its
reference to Hornet bul-
bots, readers knew that
the 2bory imvalved ight-
withght 22-callber bullets.
The title also lmked the
new cartridge to exist-
ing widespread interest
in the 22 Hormet About
five years earlier, the
Hornet had been devel-
aped and Introdwced by
Grosvenor L. ("Grove™)
Wotkyns ol Benicia Ar-
senal in Talifornia, and
oy Townsend Wielen,

A parl of the early advertigsing campaign for the 230
‘Winchester Switt, this ad appeared In the May 1936

issue of Sporfs Afield.

e hutician” a3 the logiesl copclusion.
Thiz i a reasonable response, W one
strictly defines the Swift as a rimmed
revamp of the Gmm Lee Mavy case. As
Carmichel polnied out, the path to the
introduction of the Winehester Swilt
certainly went through the Winchester-
Western ballistic labs and then on to
the marketplace. However, Uhere was &
good it of traffie on that path, includ-
ing some divergences evident today

in the existence of numbers of rifles
chambered and marked for the 220
Watkyne Original Swilt,” a very diiferent
cartridge from the Z20 Winchester Swift

AN ABORTED ANNOUNCEMENT

The Swilt's introdwciory notice in the
Kifleeran was nob quilfe as mexger as it
first appears. For several years before
the September 1935 announcement, the
magazine published & contineal stream
of motbces and articles about experimen-
tal high-velocity 22 caliler cartridges.
This Bow peaked I May 1925 with an
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G A, Woody, and A L.
Wondworth of Spring-
Beld Armory, Articies by
Wotkyns, Whelen, and
Woody in American Rife-
rraa and in Oirtdoor Life
generabed considerable
demand for custom Hornet-chambered
rifbes. Winchester sold 22 Hornet am-
mualtion several months befors they
introduced the Hornetl-chambered ver-

- sion of their Model 54 rifle. The men-

tiog of the Hornet in the title also may
hawe been an allusion to the central

i robe Wotkyns had played in s creation.
i Ness was to agcribe a similar part for
¢ him im the development of the Swilt,

MNess's uwse of tripbe 2eroes to grab at-

teation was surely Intentional, Io 1915,
. Ravage demonstrated the commercial

nselulness of seroes when they intro-
duced their 250-3000 cartridge. In the
Mary 1934 Riflerniaa, jusl o vear bedore
Mesg's article, Hervey Lovell had used
the entrancing triple zeros in his article
“An interesting Z2-3000 Cartridge.”

- And only five months earlier, in the

December 1934 Kifleman, Med Roberts
had given an account of the X2 Nigdner

© Magnum cartridge, which was based

on & shortened 25-35 Winchester case
necked to 234, and which fired 45-grain

Horpet bullets ab 330 fps — not quite

three-ol-a-kind zeroes, but still pretty

nifty with two pairs of numerals,
Moware of the probable impact of

his upcoming Swilt ansouncement,

Mess had provided a teasing preview

of it a month earlier in April 1933, At

the end of hs own note about the

3 Nisdner l.'l..'l.gnum. Moss wrobe:

The 22 Nigdner Magnwm is, of course,

clearly o of Mhe Hornet class. .. The

mext perdre il be dhe necking down

af the _250-Sapage, 25-Rolwrls, Fium

orF epen e SO0, alfbough a delinie
it on prochicod sizes will e reached,
because balance in loodingdensity must
b maintained for efficient comibuwsiion

v Fenberer, spct fifes fooe been ried

irs the pass, aend are il bedng wsed in
experimments, and mmore spocesiinly
o il modern companenis. Before
Lo there are cerlain to be nteresting
developments in dhe reala of mlhro-figh
webocities, i happens | e such a rifle
ardered since fasf Novernber, Waich the

©onexd isgees of The American Rifleman.

I the May article the new develop-

: ment was ldentified, complete with pho-
| lographs, as the 220 Swilt. But (a realky

¢ big but} the photos cloarly showed a 22-
© 250 eartridge, a very dilferent cartridge

lrom the 220 Winchester Swift that was
announced [y Sepiember bour months
later, The article summarized work

that Wotkyns had carried out with the
necked-down 250 Savage case, and noted

+ that Wotkymns In Janoary 1935 had re-

Ieaged Lo the press a report specifically

. mentloning its name as the 220 Swift,

MNess's article was a scracnbled ag-

¢ semblage of condensed and abstracted

letters from Wotkyns and from John

B. Sweany, Wotkyns's coworker in
Callfornla, The letters related the won-
derful accuracy and velocily Uhey had
obtained with the 22-250 case and with
soime Tx5T cases shortened to varkous
lengtha and necked to 22-callber,

Mess used the word “faciory”™ nu-
erverous times in deseribing the Swiit;
for examphe, =, the fectory 230 Swift
cartridge, which is now quile new, is
ateadily showing lmprovement, and
as ultimately developed will probalbily

; exceed anything hitherto iImagined,”

i Mess did not actually name the factary,
: but he was pretty coy in edihandedly

| mentioning the use of “special brass™

: developed by Western, and the use
Dol WH.AL primers by "the factory” He

i hedged further abouwt the Anal form

o of thee Swiie, writheg that “there may
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Caplain Wotkyns's reputation as a ballistic experimenter s well=

|
:

approciated. His service as shooting editor of Hunting and Fishing in the 18205 and

carly 1830s has been largely torgoiten.

b a change in factory specifications,
and no one yet knows the final anawer
= which s to be announced later.” Ness
nied in closing that “the Goal 220 Swift
cartridge as developed in the ballistic
Laboratary of a great arms manufacturer
i cortain to be an excellent cartridge”
The evident confuskon and disorienta-
lion in Mess's article can be explained n
part by conflicting and discordant mes-
sages that had crossed his desk In early
1935, These are significant in resalving
the mystery of the Swilt's development,

£ PROBABLE SWIFT

CEERRNOLOGY

From scatterad materlal In Americans
Riffernan, from Philip Sharpe’s Complefe
Gutde fo Handlording, and rom an arti-
cle by Kichard Simmons in the 1956 Gun
Digesr, there emerges a clear chronology
of development of the Wotkyns Swilt and
the Winchester Swift. Simmons, while
preparing to wrelte his 1947 book Wifdoer
fku#i.rﬁg'r.-s, had corresponded extensives
Iy wilh Sweany and with Wotkyne before
the latter's death in 1945, Sharpe wrolo
thad he knew Wotkyns well and had hunts
ed woodchucks with him. He called Wot-
kyns “The Archbishop,” which was how
Wotkyns signed his lelters to Sharpe.

I 19259-19%0, Wotkyns had been able
tor persuade three Army calleagues

ab Springfield Armary to help with
developing the 22 Hornet, a cartridge
hix had devised specifically for use in

¢ ponverted 22 RF rifles. The group had

swecessiully convinced Winchester wo
produce the cartridge commerncially,
Hornet rifbes and ammunilion had en-
joyed noteworthy sales, even in the
middle of the Great Depression.

In the early 1950s, searching for
more velocity Ina 22, Wotkyns began
to experiment with the 250 Savage case
necked Lo 22-caliber, He was hardly
the first to do this, However, Woltkyns
was the first 1o have real success, be-
case he had access 10 a new Daepont
powder, IMR 3031, belore it was re-
leased {or sale to the gencral public.,

I late 1933, before he inet .E-wl‘.-\aal.}'.

- Wotkyns had asked Adolph Lukes. a

- wellknown California gunsmith and

i tl-maker, to assemble a rifle for the

: 22-250 cartridge on a 1909 Springhield

i action. [t's unclear whether Lukes used
. & barrel romm & Springfield 22-caliber

W1 or from a WoR.A 22 Hormet, because
Wotkyns reporied both to Ness at dif-
feeent times. Using IME 3031 powder,
Wotkyns obtained significantly higher

i welosily and better accuracy than any
Cprevious atbempts with & 22 cartridge.
| Weodkyns also began collaborating

i with Sweany to develop bullets of

! improved form bor the cartridge.

In late 933 o carky 1934, alter achbey-
g veloelties approaching 4000 fps with
hee 22-200, Wotkyns was sulficiently ex-
cited to repart bis results to the Western
Cartridge Company. Perhaps becanse
of his producthve connection with the
Hornet, Western agkod him ta gend the
rlfle and redoads bor theic own testing.
Watkyns did s, indicating to Western
that his name lor the carfridge was 220
Swill.” Phil Sharpe would later write Lhat
it was anclear whether the Swilt was had
baoen christened by Wotlkoymns or by 'Win-
chester-Western, Howewver, in correspons
dencs with Nese published in 1942, Wot-
kyns makes it chear that he had namod
the Swill before sending it to Western,

Im 1934, while Western ballisticians
were working with his rifie and car-
tridge, Wotkyns teamad with Sweany
to vestigate several other cartridges
mecked for the 22 bullet, searching ior
more veloeity, better accurasey, and
improved bulbeis, In late 1934, Ness
learmd Gl thedr work and ornderezi bis
rifle as described in the April and May
1805 issues of The American Riflernarn,

The 1534 communleaiong exchanged
among Wotkyns, Wiestern, and Win-
chester are probably lost permanently.
Western reported o Wotkyns thai
bullets from the 22250 actually had

| reached 4000 fps and had caused more

| damage to the stec] backstops of thelr
laboratory chronograph ranges than

i any other cartridge. Including a variety

| ol magnums. Weslern passed the rille

i along to Winchester {a subsidiary of
Western Cartridge after 19315 which

i began its own series of tests. Winchester

also apparently, in lape 1934, informed
Wiatkyns that they were golng 1o begin

| soon to manufacturs the cartridge and

to chamber rifles [or the cartridge.
im January 1935, based on his un-

| derstanding of Winchester's plans,

i Wotkyns sent an announcement about

i the impending intreduction of the 230

| Bawile” bo madny firearig editors and

i writers, The cartridge he described

i was a ZE-250, and his communications

| Ingluded photographs of the cartridge

| and ballets. Judging from Nes$s réwrite
i ol this press release, Wotkyns provided
¢ some comparative dimensions of his

P 22250 case and the 250-3000 Savage;

{ ey lengtha of 1,910 and 1.914 inches,

Shortly after Watkyns's annaunde-

ment had gope cut, Winchesier tried
to put his genie back in the bottle by

senpding a telegram of vigorous dental
to all who had received his communi-
cation, Their message stated thag the

= cartridge that Wotkyns had described

63* EDITION, 2009 <+ 29
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was paf the cartridge Winchester was
gaing to release. Winchester asked the
writers and editors o hold ofl putdish-
Ing information abowt the 220 Swift until
an of felal corporate annOWBEEment
wis I3sued, because “changes were
being make.” Thiz urgent communica-
tlon from Winchester may largely ac-
count lor the [mctured natare of the
artiche by Mess in the May Rifeman.

It's naost likely that Wotkyns, with his
background in the profocols of military
chain of command. would have sent ool
bis announcement in Januwary 1935 un-
fe=ss he had reasonable causs 1o think
that Winchester actually intended soon
to release his 22-250 creation, Win-
chesters abrupt and sudden anmulment
of his annooncement greatly upsel Wods
kyns. Sharpe records hin as being dis-
gusted, disappolnted, and *wery sour
an thie subject.” bt not discouwraged.

A best guess i3 thatl somebody in
Winchester's management read Wos-
kyna's announcement and declded that
Winchester's corporate image waould
b tarnished if a Ea.wgrz case were Lo

- batness angd similar 1':;|-|It.l: Bl Viscal
‘% 8 dark brown, rather thin, ofly Neuid
ronsisting of the synthetic Fain Lbase dis-

W. R. A, 220 SWIFT
ANNOUNCED

The Winchester M-54 rifle
Super-Spoed  220-Swilt caliber B
ready For delivery as is the new ¥
ammunition. The muzzle velocity -
with 48-grain, soft-peint, paointed
badlet i= 4140 §.-5, The rimmed case
a5 virigally a strengthened revamped
G-mm. Lee, buk using a bead Lo Gt
standard actions, The breech pres-
sures aré moderate, of no higher |
than thoss of the standard _30-'086,
The dependable acturacy 15 2 inches
or smaller at 100 yards. The only
change in the special M-54 dfle for

B d i W= TR
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barrel, The .220 Swift is at its best
at 200 bo 300 yards, owing o its Gat
trajectory and short time of fHght.
It is intemded for all game up o,
and meluding, deer.

Sweany 224000 Heady

-

g o P W

caliber barrels for the new W. R. A
cartridge, and

this cartridge is a 26-nch length of |

J. B, Sweany, Winters, Califamia,
is resdy to 6t and chamber .22- {

b used as the basis lor the new car-
tridge. They mandated a switch fea
case originated by Winchesier, The
phata of the pecked-down Savage case

i that appeared with Ness's May article
fomvust have caused some heartburn in
 the Winchester boardroom, They were
. in fact justified in thinking that the pic.
¢ qure waatld stick with readers. despite

© the photo caption warnlng that “further

development may result in considerable
change in form.” This caveat was surely
insgerled in response to their telegram.
According to Simmaons, Winchester
tald Wotkyns that it would be impos-
sible touse a case from 5&?&31!' ar any
other competitor as the basks for their
high velocity 22-callber cartridge.,
They also asked Wotkyns to suggest &
Winchester casc that might be feasible,
and Waolkyns rvl!:-|:||:r||.d-|‘.'d with the g
gestion of the Gmm Les case. The Win-

. chester ballistics lab followed his rec-
- pommendation and began working with

that caze. They nocked the Lee case to

1 F-caliber with other slight dimension-

al changes, strengthened the web, and

r ANE ;
E;r:l:ﬂ::ﬂu. The tnoistire in the beather

pet am even application. Dy leather will

huorh Viscol very rapidty, like o bloter,
:uTn:mﬂT.rL'lfl pesulling in Bpotty TERELra-
L.

With & clean seit rag of l‘id_"ﬂ-{ cotton
-'.-t, n;J}Fw.'w 1o the Aesh side of the

creasing the pressute s the rag is

enctration. Wihen the rag

Mw,m‘nﬂd&n[t

jcation.  After each
ﬂ“ﬂmﬂmmﬂdhmmﬂy“*ﬂ#
ralted with the hands, A good method §
Hmmﬁhuhﬁﬂtmlﬂdmm
is to pull the strap vigorously back a
farth over a smooth ixon tod about an in
in diameter. hwi.-ﬁbl!ﬁtﬁﬂsﬂﬁ‘m

The brief announcement of the 220 Swift in The Amanican Rifleman of

Saptember 1935,
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with light, sweeping strokes, gradu-
S - demand it at the moment would prob-
o Avoid letting the oil drip or -

sharply a5 this may crack the grain st
Anather use of Viscol which will be
i definktbon of “220 5wilt” to inghede
© 1 the 22-6mim Lee stage of develop-
¢ ment, then the Swift stary does nol

gave it a semi-rim to fit the common

30-06 bolt face. (Winchester had In fact
made a rimmed version of (he Gmm Les
case o the early 19008, Sharpe's Rife i

o Americg noted that the rimmed version

was used at least In the Blake rifle)
O April X3, 1935, according to
Sharpe, Winchester adopted the Gnal
lorm of the 230 Swift. The date ap-
pears on the speclfication sheet that
Winchester submitted to the Sporting

. Arms and Ammuonition Manufacturers
 Institute (SAAMIEL As soon as these

. specifications were published, Sharpe

i orderod from Sweany a custom rifle

i chambered {or the cartridge. When {ac-
| tory 230 Winchester Swift ammunition

became available later in 19335, Sharpe

| was able to begin using it immediately

In the =hort time hetwesn Wotkyns's

| press annowbcement it January and
i the publication of inal dimensions In

Aprell, Wotkyns and Sweany would have
been unable 1o experiment with the

" Lee case and to swap resulis and data

with the Winchaster lab. About 1940,
Waotkyns worked with L. E. Wilson to
madify the Winchester Swilt to pro-
e the wildeat 22 Wolkyns-Wilson
Arrow, which Wotkyns judged to be a
significant Improvement o tve Win-
chester Swift, When Simmeons asked
why Winchester did not introduce the
20 Swilt with the refinements, Wol-
kyns replied that “this revision could
have been accomplished at the time
of the original manulfacture, bul to

ably hav'e meant no 220 Swilt at all,

and hall a loal is better than no leal”®
Disillusioned by Winchester, Wotkyns

and Sweany left further work with the

22-250 1o others, particularly to lerry

i Gebby and to J, Bushnell Smith. wha

hivd woarked with Sweany for a while

i in California. The development of the

cartridge as the “22 Varminler® and

i the =22 Wolkyns Original Swiit™ and
feather Hghtl !
several times than by trying Lo gel as muc
m‘h_-.pu_m‘hlzinmlhit-ithﬂ“mﬂ
application @

its eventual commercial adopticn b:n
Remimgron in 1965 is well documented.

All of this history reinforces the
reply of “a Winchester lak technbcian®
as answering the guestion about the
first persoen o fire a 220 Winchester
Swilt. However, (1 Is probably safe to
assume that a first step on Lhe way 1o
the Swilt alter Wolkyns' suggestion
was & simple necking of the Lee case
to 22 caliber in the Winchester lab.

Il we provisienally broaden our

begin with Winchester in early 1935,



In Lack, it begins decades earlier

wilh a diflerent set of experiment-
ers. Before describing thelr work,
however, theres are some published
loose ends (n thiz account of the 1935
Winchester 3wilt that need tying up,

dhE ZANGE

I his May 1935 arlicle, Ness stated that
in Rovember 1934 he had 2ent a barred
blank and Springficld action o Sweany
to b chambered for the new Z2-250
cartridge. However, belween November
and the writing of the article (prob-
atly February or March), Ness changed
his mined and asked for the rifle o be
chamisered for a cartridge that Swoany
calbed the 28x55, Based an extensive
experiments, Sweany had concluded i
WaS supersir to “the factory 230 Sawife”

The mention of this 22x55 atiracted
Carmichels attention, amd in the 1971
article he speculated that the 2255
cariridge was based on the Smm Lee
case, Lalng a relaxed definition of the
Swlit 1o include a 22-6min Les, thds
wotild make either Wotkyns or Sweany
posaibly the first to fire a Swill,

I suppart of this idea, Carmichel
wrote Hleat Sweany's letters described the
2Fna5 as something other than a neckixd-
down S0-06 and Tx57 case, Further, the
Gmum Lee case is 2,35 inches or 59.7Tmm
hng. wihile tlee 220 Winchester Swilt (s
2,205 mches o S600im long; this pat a
cartridge of Shmm length really close 1o
the Swilt. As added clroumstantial evi-
denee, Carmichel noticed that Sweany's
E2x55 loads with IMKR 351 powder an
45- and 55-grain bullets were identical
with 220 Winchester Swiit loads as recos
enended by the Speer reloading mamal,

Neither Sweany nor Mess explicithy
identfied the parent cartridge of the
22555 However, It was likely a Tx57
case, nob the Lee case, that Sweany
sahortened ancd necked to 22 caliber,

Two principal points support this.

First, in the May 1935 Biferman ar-
tiele, Mess quotes from s Sweany letter
wrkthen im late 1934 or early 1935

The I 106 caze aecked bo 22 left
a fof of powdier space epen et o foad
ety ciode i e sraxidmurm. So J made o
case 400 moh af the base, 430 fncl of B
shounider, amnd with e Springfield slope of
1757 fo bold just 45 prafns of powoder. 42
grevines of o, 3037 seemed o do the same in
s cse a8 45 gredns de dhe 3006 cnse,

Sweany clearly is describing a 30.06
ciase shortened and then necked to 22
ciliber. Sweany's letber continses:

i s of & Tx57 case with the

Then f made a second
cartridme of the T-mme fo fes
exuct dimensions and mecked
it for the 22 builer, (The 7-
T, o is ' oun be mode o
froelel s aboot 42 _gmr'n;_.il

Sweany’s description here

exterior dimensions of the re-
jormed 3-06 chae above. Im-
FII.'E!'J]&.IH:'.' alter this guake Irom
Sweany's letter, Mess wriles:
Zl".ﬁm.rg.l‘i Woitkyns proped
that for fhis work the reck-gowr
[aie) 250 Savage case is mone
aleeteral Magr e pecheddoum
MM e e, cases, [ om
iteresied en fryeng these langer
shelis and am haolng my nile
chambered for one of them,

It 15 evident that Mess wanted a car-
tridpe that Sweany described as heing
formed from the 30086 or Tx57 cases.
I the next paragraph, Ness identified
the cartridge e ordered as the 22055,

Second, in the next issoe of Aoeri-
oen Rileman, hine 1935, Ness in-
cluded a brief report entitled “Thal
Lo-dweany Job." A couple ol para-
graphs and a table In this report
bear on the origin of the 22x55;

fa e carly experiments [Sweary]
el [ R pocdder Mo, 3037 in o 250
Sapage case with Horner bellers

Aftew fre d experirmenied il haorger
cases reshaped o the ST and T
catiber, b oleta shouwed an AECRIEE SO
size under [-12 inches af 100 yvards . He
rercke amad sed mowe than @ docen differend
corves ol cfvrmilers in tese cxserimens,
amd et experimental conrdges garded in
body fernly, sbhowlder dipmeter and in aper
greaier and fess than the same pants of the
sm'u'ghr Famm. ofich eas alsas mecked oo
e driend, B ke feregte, podcoer copacihe
areed Foered, povmae o thiese different canfnidpes
caried as followe: Chased on Mo, 3037
Pouvder amd WRA 45groin banlfeds. )

From this paragraph and table it is
clear that Sweany cxperimentally made

Recreation with modermn components
of Wothyna's sensation-generating
photegragh in The Amercan Riffeman.
L-F: 30-06 M2 ball military round, 22-
250 with S0-grain Sierra BlitzKing, 22-
250 with Sierra's 4#8-grain Hornet bullet,
three Nosler Ballistic Tip bullets of 55,
50, and 40 grains, and a Skerra 45-grain
Hormat biillat.

F0-06 and Tx57 cages in severa] eonlor-
mathons. The Listed BEmm and G2mm
cases were undodbiedly formed from
=06, The 22x535mm case on the last
lime ol U= taldle may havee been formicd
from cither, but It seems certain tha
the case was mal the Bmm Lee Mawy
Phil Sharpe photographed fourtesn of
Lhese different experimental eages (rom
the Wetkyns and Sweany trials that at-
tempted to Improve on the 22-250,
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A second loose end s Harveey
Donaldson’'s claim that he owned and

i shot a 220 Winchester Swilt rilie in

1934 ar perhaps earlier, If this date

5 correcl. it ellectively subverts the
Swilt chrondogy proposed ahave,
His repart about his 230 Winchester
Swift appeared in the November 1969

22 Sweany Experimental Loads
Length Capacity Max, Load Drop
45.5 min 38 grs, 3 grs. 23"
G000 miEn 45 grs, 42 grs. 4"
62,0 mim A2 grs, 0 grs. 2=
550 mm 43 grs, 3% grs, 1-3/8"

63" EMITION, 2009 -+ 31
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izsue of Haadloader magazine:

A year gr feoo before any 220 S
riffe wias avaiable, and while only a fem
pile rifles had been mode, Col, Whelen
gt i bty eoiflt Edliin Pugstey, ife VP of
Winchester, and suggesied thaf a rifle be
serif fo e far feeiing from g benck and i
church shooting. Very soon this rifle came
elong, made up on twe Mode! 54 action - for
thiis ewas bedore the dass of the Model 70
Wirchester later pave me this afle, which |
sl pse fa humting Whelen said | wees e
Al ovne ountside of the facfory fo use the
aewr wille .

An accompanying photopraph shows
a target with a typewritien label: "Thia
five shot group at 1 yards was Rred
recently, by H. A. Donaldson, with a
Z20Win. Swift M/54 rifle that he got
from the Winchester Co,, in 1534,

Whelen's statement about Donaldson
&3 the first user outskde of the lactory
is almost certainly correct. Whelen un-
diuttedly was aware that Winchester
wiis working actbesly with high-welos-
iy cartridyes, that they had imdted
German high-wvelocity guru Hermann
Gerlich to Mew Haven for consulta-
tion in 1934, and that Waotkyns's 22.250
was belng tested al Western and ai
Winchester, Whelen also knew that
Donaldsen would be interested in the
cartridge and could test it intelligently.

In huis 1971 article, Carmichel noted
that “several 220 Swift rifles were in
the hands of shooters belore the 230
rifle was lormally announeed.” He de-
scribes Winchester's willingness then to
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chamber rifles for new cartrldges before
afficial release bo the public, It is quite
[Ekely that Donabdson trled o a Moded
34 In 200 Winchester Swift belore ite of-
ficial announcement in August 1535
The problem is with the 1934 date that
Danaldsan atteched o Winchester's do-
livery of his rlfle, Some well estabilished
dates make a 1934 =hipment unhkely.
These nelude (A) the Janeary 1935 date
of \'r'u!k:,rn!'s Prematiare AnEInGe-
ment and Winchester's immediate fol-
low-up, hold-the-presses telegram; (B)

| Winchester's subseguent request 1o

Wotkyns for a recommendation of a us-
able Winclester case; and () the April
1935 date of finalization of specifications,
A delivery date to Donaldson of May 1535
i belicvable, Winchester conceivably
might have produced some Swilt rifles
and ammunition before writing final

¢ BAAM] specifications, making plausible

the delivery of one to Donabdson in Feb-
ruary or March 1935, When he wrote bn
1964 aboast the 1934 delivery of his rifle,

Donaldson was B8 amd hit wile had died
. the previous week, [ his memory was

ofl by anly tour months after a lapse of
ahoust 35 years, this amouints bo an error
ol less than ane percent, which ia vEry
respeciable under the circumstances,
Walle Publlshing Company relsswed
LDomabklizans Moandioeder articles alomg

i with other correspondence in a 1980 com.-

pilation titled Yowrs Trudy, .f-ﬁ;rrw:,-—uan-
atdsor. ln a 1567 ketrer, Donaldson wrote
{ page 66}, 1 had a Swilt sent to me by Mz
Pumgsley of Wineheslar some two years
before they ware available, for testing

: purposes.” The correctiness of this clalm
 would depend on Deonaldson's definilion
- of "available,” Winchester Rrst announced

the availability of Swift rifles and am-
munition bn Augnist 1935: it 1s impossbble
for Donaldson to have possestod & Win-
chester Swift rille bwo years before that,
Im Arxgust 1933, Perhaps Donaldson meant
“readily available in local gun ahope.”
There also exists confusion atsoud
the pheto of Donabdson’s thrget with
thee 1934 label. In the next issue of Har-
dfoader, Janeary 1970, Donaldson wrote
10 & recent letber of mine to the Mand
foieder there was shown & recent fve-shot
100-yard group from my first 230 Swit,

Poreceived 35 vears ago (rom Winchester”
Bt just a few parayraphs later Donalid-
: god described his purchase of one af the
i Lost pre-64 Winchester Model T8 in 220

Swilt, and wrote, “Thiz iz the new Swift
rifle thsat made the Hny group of fve
shots, a print of which was shown In one
ol my recent letters 1o the Mandioaeder™

Oy one illustration was cvery pub-
lished of a five-shot 200 Swill groug by
Donaldsoi. Whether Donaldson used
his Arst or his last Swikt rifie to make

that printed group can not now be deter
mined, Chdddly in the ¥owrs Thaly collection

e sentence about using the new Swift
rifle in making the published group was
deleted from the reprinted better of Japu-
ary 1970, The original copies of Donald-
son's Handfoeder letters have been bost,
=0 it 5 impossible o determine whether
the deleted sentence was actually written
by Donaldson or had bees inserted by an
editor. Becarse the editors of the baok



and magazine are deceased, the condu-
ston will necessarily remain unresobeed,
AMUNCIEAR MOTE 2 LANDS
A third lovse end is a coniusing state-
ment that appears in Charles Landis's

HAT book, TeerneTies Caliber Varminr
Riffes. Landis writes on p. 184185

Abbas the year 1934 e autfar of tis
work was deluged wibh a mass of rges,
groaps, and o number of menuscripts and
suggestions on o (23350 cartridge by the
thers Capl. Gratvenor Wadkyns, witing from
Corlifrni. Grove, a8 fre was koot o kis
Friends, pessed aogy in the spring of 1845,

The author pisited Crodrin Wobkyrs in
his office and of his horne ond was a guest
in s quarters while Orope was stelioned
af Frankford Arenal, Bridesborg, Pa., and
fived on e arsenal grovnds. This wers
proberbdy abour PAZ-1528 Wotkyres wos
eurife auociows ke b this contridee put ot
comrmenciuity of thal Hove, bt amforfunately
for everyone concermed, including the
sfaating mrblic, and especielly the 22
rifte cramks of the paravind hunting tvpe, i
CRMME (O o 3 e wiwen moriskrchirers
epert brginmiag to reduce the fumber of
cariridges retfver than o increcse them or
aad betfer ones

The problem here is ambiguity of
Landis's phrase, "at that tme” [ may
refer toihe 1975.28 dates of the previous
semtence, of it may reler to the 1934 dale
with which Landis introduced the subject
of Wotkyne's work on the 22250, The first
possibility Is favored for grammatical
proxintity; the secand for its agreement
with known history of Wotkyns's work
with the 12-250 and his efforts to have
it mcdinpted by WinehesterWeastern.

The clear implication of the first pos-
sibility ks thal Wotkyns had worked with
the 22250 In the mid-19205 in Philadel-
phia, and that his results were sufficiently
rewarding for kim to think the cartridge
would Interest 4 major arms colmpany.

il

&k . s ke v L

i Fred Zeglin not unreascnably accepbed

i this imterpretation in kis 2005 book,

| Wildeat Carirudges, However, the known

i ehronodegy of Wolkyna's efborts with the
¢ cartridge makes It doubitlul that Wat-

kyns worked with a 22-250 in the 193s.
Landis probably inserted the re-
mark about his wisits in the 1930s in

i ondier Lo establish the credibdlity of

. his personal knowledge of Wolkyns's
¢ work, and “at that time” refers to
 Watlnma's setivity in 1934, Some

: podnts supposting this conchusion:

Ay Lanclis clearly indicates (pp. 36,

L&4} that Wotkyns credited Sweany with
- the development of the 22-25{0. Wotkyns

die necd Begin to work with Sweany until
late 1533 or early 1904, K Is unlikely that
Wotkyns would have given Sweany as
much credit had Wotkvns been work-

- ing with the 22250 in the mid-19230s.

() Even il Wolkyns had worked with

- the 22:250 In the mid-1920s, his results

wiuld heve been as disappointing as
thiose o other experimenters. Only whes
IMRE-3031 powder became available n the
193508 chicl the cartridge began (o st

its potentlal, Sweany and Wotkyns had

& head start over other experimenicers

- with the cartridge because Wotkyns had
E precommerncial access to the powder,

(T} In addition to lack of suitable pow.

i ders, lack of usable bullets would have
prevented useful waork on the 22-250 in

the mid-1920s, Appeopriate 224-caliber
badlets bor high velocity simply dld net
exist then, Wolkyne, Whelen, and others
have described thelr problems in finding
Bullets for use with the Hornet in the sars

i by 15308, Had Wotloms actually worked

i with the 22-250 in the 19205, obtaining

i satisfactory bullets for the Hornet in 1930
i would have been casy, Instead, serbows

: wark with the high velocities of the 22-250
; and tha Winchester Swift had to walt un-
it aneowers to lallet problems had been

partially bound with the Hornet. These
difficulthes with buliets explain in part

| why Mess uged the term “Hornet bullet™

In the tith: of his Aprid [935 article about

L )

Fourtesn cases from experimental work by Swaany and Wolkyns in 1834, Pholo (s
fram Sharpe's book, Complate Guide fo Hamdlosding.

experiments of Sweany and Wotloms, t

also explains why Mess inchuded descrip-

tions of their elforts in designing bullets,
Wintkyns may have been thinking of

- working with the necked dowmn Z50-300
. case i the mid-20s; he almost surely was
- neot thinking seriously of commercial-

ization. The commercial succnss of the
Hornet probably encouraged Wotlkyns

1 submit hds 22-250 rifle and cartridge

o Winchester-Western, and was lkewise
what prompled the corporation to consbd.
er serioushy his claims for the cartridge.

S0 WRRG DD FIRST SIHMYT A
Wity

Conszidering the Swill as a cartridge

i specified by Winchester in April 1935,

i the first 3wlft shooter must have been a
| Winchegter lab technician, with Harvey
! Donaldson perhaps the first cutsice of

the kaby. For a cartridge with the name
"0 Swilt” Wotkyns would have been

¢ the first using his rifle bullt by Lukes,
Hivarewer, i we wse the relaxed Swilt

i definltion of & 22 baullet in & necked-

i down fimm Lee Navy (236) case, the
i answer becoines more interesting,
;amd Involves a couple of ballistie pio-
T meers who worked a cenfury ago,

Charles Kewton, the *Father of High
Veloeity” is 4 froat-rank contender for
the first shacter of & 22-6mm cartriclge.
American Riffemvan of lanuary 19432
deacribes some early correspondence
between A, 0, Medner and Med Roberts,
In & better ts Roberts daled Nosmler
21, 1900, Meedner wrobe that he had
just inished making for Newton a ¥2-

i callber chambering tool for the Gmim
- Lee Navy case. In the March 1213 issue
- o Chuteloor Life, Mewton himsell winste

Immediately inllowing the submission

ol this cartridge fthe 22 Srvage Hi-Power]

thee writer, deciding to go the lmit in
producing a high=power (22, used first

- tihee Gmm. Mavy shell necked down .

A photograph of ane of Newton's experl-

© memtal B2-Gmm Lee cartridpes appeard

in Simmons’s book Wildoat Carfridges
Whide It's fitting ane just that Newlon

s in contentéon as the indtlal shooter of
- the 22.6mm “Swil " antedating him was

an undoubtedly sven more appaepri-
abe individual, D, Franklin W, Mann. In

= the December 1535 American Rilemarn,
¢ G Willlams wrote the following:

IT aiers e Seerrye 210, 90, ehat D F

= W Mana wrote that be was golng o purchase
: o230 v, ) Winclester mife and fest our
I hat ahel! for gocwracy il pariours welghs
i of bollets, and then neck down the 236 ey

aleall b pelee 226 buiiess for a aear gl
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eethocity 22 coliber rifle, Sul i ras ol amid
Oetoharr 1008 it fee Dostor aobiaired hix
.22 beerrel for e achion, In a Jetler ioniten on
Ehecemltner 27, T8, fse staid st o8 3000 F-
2 the primers were biown our of the pockets
aureed the shells shretched so that ey conld
e e peloaded, The pelocily wos compated

from desis on b repoluing-dise chronograal
thical e Dherctoor procde.

The conclusken 12 that sometime in
late 19048, Dr. Mann became the first
person o shoot a Swift, n ts gulse of
& 22-6mm Lee. Although the experi-
cnce was less than a happy one, it
does estahlish just and good cause
for eelebrating the Swifts 104P: birth-
day in carly December of 2008,

AN ANNOTATED
BiBLHM.RAPHY

Here is a chronological list of the
principal aources used for this ar
ticle. Inlerested individuals may con-
sullt them to determine whether the
author's interpretations are rational.
Literature of the Swilt is extensive
and Irequently containg capsule
histories, some notably erroneons;
such atoounts ane ol cited here,

Mewion, C. “The Designer of the 22 Hi-Power
Answers Some Cuestions,” Curdos Lire,
March L51E Reprinted on pp. 268265
in B M. Fennings, JIr, editar Charles
Miwten: Father of High Veloeity, 1985,
d&0pg., privately printed by Bruce
M. Benmings, Jr. Sheridan, Wyoming,
[A description of Newion's early
experiments with 22 caliber cartridges,
inctuding the necked-town Gmm Lee
Moy ]

Péesss, F C, "0 Getting a 22 Magnum,®
The American Rifteman, April 1935,
30 [Information on various 22 high
veloeity cartridges, with a menticn of
developments to come. |

Megs, F. C. =000 F-5. With the Homet
Bulfet.” The Amertoen Bileman, May
1935, p.5. [The (injfamous prelfminany
anapesement of the Swift. |

MNess, F. C. *That 22-5weany Job." The
American Riffersan, June 1535,

o, | Describes some of Sweany’s
experimenlal work on mecked-down 30-
06 ard Tx37 cases.|

Ness, F. C. =22 High-Velocity News.” " The
American Riffeman, August 1935, p.a8,
[Veery brded descriptions of experimental
work by Sedgley, Donaldsan, Wotlgms,
Gehby; includes a prediction of a Lemi-
rimbess case for the “final .23 high-
welochy,"|
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Donaldson, H “Forersnners of e Préseal
High-Speed 22" The Amerioan
Riftemaa, September 1835, p.14. [A
review of exrly work on high selecity
2i-caliber cartridges by Mewton and by
Mann.| |

Mess, . O, "W, K. A 220 Swilt Announced,” |
The American Ri%emon, September 1935, |
A5, [Winchester's apmouncemend of |
thie 290 Swilt rifle, with the cartriige
based on the fmm Lee case |

Willlasns, €. G. “0n 22 H, V. Experiments,”
The American Rifemon, December 19355,
AT, [Sodnie Dot on early wark by
Newion, Manm, and Willkames. |

Mess, F. O “Latest Dope on the 250 Swill.”
The American Bifemon, March 1936,
%, [Some history of Sweany and
Wiotkyne's work oft the Swile, and
experimental work by 1. B, 3mith and
Domalklzon. ]

Sharpe, P B, The Rifle in America, 1938,

G4 pp., Willlam Morross and Companny,
Hew York. Reprinted 1595 by The
Mational Rifle Association and Odysseas
Editicns=, Inc., Falrfax, Virginda.
[Digeissabon of Swilt history on pp, 131,
581-582; the rimmed Gmm Lee Mooy case |
s menthoned oo p.111.] |

Mess, F O, ‘.!‘.Elbq.g!ﬂl.udn.!:r.' The Amencan
Riffeyman, Janvary [942, pS0. [Mentisas
Nisdner's 22-6mm Lee reamer made foe
Mewton (m 19100]

Mess, F, O~ Swilt-Varminter,™ The Amercan
Riftewman, December 12, pds.
[Summary of correspandence from
Warlkynes ahoud early work with the 22-
250 Swrift, and recent work with Wilsea
Ao |

Meas, FC. “Varminter' |s Registensd. ™ The
American Sifeman, Oetober 15944, poal.
[Brled mantion of earty 22250 work by
Watkyns, Gebby, amd 1. B. Smith, and
o wartlme sabgencies of X250 case
formation. ]

Simmans, B F Witdear Cormmidges, 1947,
A33pp, Willlam Morrow and Comparny.
N York. [For Swilt history see pp S8
6, G768, T3-76, 8255, 255; some aspects -
of Swiit history given in thla book were
medifed and clarified o Simmons™s 1956
aniche.] :

Lardis, C. 5. Teeevahuing Caliber l'hmwmﬁﬂ.
1947, 531pp.. Small Arms Technical i
Publishing Company, Plastersyville,

Sl Carolina, [An account of
Watlyms's Swilt 18 found oo el -
185, ncinding the condusing semences
distussed above.]

Barr, A . “Loads [or ghe 220.° The Arserican
Riftorar, Manch 1980, p 35 [Imcledes a
bried synopsis of Swilt history, § :

Sharpe, P, B, Compiete Goide to Mandooding,  ©
Third editicn, Secomd Revisicn, with ]

Supplement. 1953, 463pp. and 264pH,
Fumk & Wagnalls Company, Rew York,
[Faor history of the Swift, see especially
pp. 287, 201, HE350, and Supplement
P 5557, AS-8E, 191-163.)

Simmons, B F. *32 High Velocity Cartridges. ™
e Digest, 1956, pAl, [Detatied
recounting of Swift history. based on
correapordence wilh Wotkyne Inclsdes
wseiid heief biographies of Nledner,
Newton, Mann, Wotioms, of al.|

Pagge, W, “The Passing of ihe Swil.” Freld e
Stream, July 1962, p.G2. [Bxicl, literate
ligtairy of the omigin of the Swill.]

i Staff. =220 Swilt.” Handloeder, Marche

April 1968, p.17. [Notable for three
comseculive eTTonecus S [ERces on
Swift history. |

Denaldsen, H, A. “Yours truly, Harvey A
Cronaldson.” Handlomder, July-August
1963, p.66. [Mentlons Newton's
caperiments with the 22-fanm Lee.

' Denabdson, H. A *Yours truby, Harvey A

Denadiaon.” Maadioader, Movember-
December 1969, p6h, [Gives a bried
higtory of the Swilt, describes hils own
128350 from 1916, mentkons resspt
of an earty pilof rifle n 220 Swidt from
Winchaster Inchotles a photo of a S-slwt
group from the earky Swift. ]
Demabdsen, H. A *Yours truby, Harvey A,
Donaldson.” Henglomder, lanuary-
Febiraary 1970, p.6b. [Describes
eafensvg experence with the Switt
mentians shoating the Sshot group with
thae 1934 amdh 1963 Swilt rilles. |

Carmichel, 1. “The Ubramodern/Ohsolete 220

Swifl.” Handboader, September-October
197, p.38. |A e synopsls of Swil
Bietory, with speculstion cn the 22355
cariridge]

Amber, 1 T. *Amber on 230 Swilk.”
Handlpader, lamaryFebruary 1973, p.5.
[ Carrecibon and commentary o6 the
1971 article by Carmichel. |

Wolke, I, ., editar. Yours Tredy, Harvey
Danabdsan, 1380, 271pp,, Wolke
Puhiishing Company, Frescott, Arizona.
[Reprints of Donaldsans columss from
Hardipader magazine, with Donaldson's
statement deleted about the source of
the phote of a ranget fired with a 220
Snetlt dheloted. ]

Carmbchel, J. The Bodok of i Riffe, 1585,
S4dpp., Doidoor Life Bocks, New York.
|Pages 275-284 |aclhude & réwrite of
Carmichel’s fire 1971 article on the
Fwift.]

Eeglin, F. Witden! Carridges, The Rulosder's
Giusle 1o Wildeat Cartridge Design,
2005, WTpp., LR Baoks, Fiseds e,
Wyoming, [Pages 23525 are [nteresting
for an interpretation of Landis's 18947
statemnenis aboul Witkgms, |




